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Dog
of the
Year

“

STAFF WRITER

LITTLETON — It’s a canine
rags-to-riches story, if ever there
was one.
Lucy, a 4-year-old German
shepherd, went from a life of neglect and running loose on the
streets of Chicago to being adopted by a loving family in rural
northern Schuyler County.
But the story doesn’t stop there.
She saved her family earlier this
year when their house filled with

By DANIEL PIKE

VISIT SJ-R.COM
ohn Jewett pops the trunk of
for an audio slide show about John
his car and digs around for a
The Veterans Day parade will form at 9
Jewett and his experience flying
moment, finally producing the
a.m. today at the parking lot on the south
green flight helmet he wore in
a “Huey” during the Vietnam War.
side of Madison Street between First and
the Vietnam War, when he
Second streets. The parade will step off at
flew UH-1 “Huey” helicopters
10:15 a.m. and proceed down Second
for the Army’s 187th Assault HeliStreet to the Capitol. The Springfield High
“Some of these guys haven’t been in
copter Company.
School marching band will provide music.
one
of them since Vietnam,” Jewett
The government said Jewett wasn’t
The parade route is different this year to
says of the aircraft, which will be feaallowed to keep the fiberglass helmet,
accommodate the visiting 187th Assault
tured during today’s Veterans Day paHelicopter Company’s UH-1H “Huey,”
which still has his name painted on
rade.
which is too large to pass under the railthe back. But he shipped it home anyroad bridge on Capitol Avenue, said Bill
The ships are held in high regard by
way. It’s his lucky helmet, after all.
Peters, commander of the Interveterans
members of the 187th. They know the
“I got shot when I was wearing
Council of Sangamon County.
machines inside and out; they manthis,” says Jewett, 61, of Petersburg,
An 11 a.m. ceremony after the parade
aged to land them despite bullet damwho organized this year’s reunion of
will be in the auditorium at the Howlett
age and major malfunctions; they cartthe 187th in Springfield.
Building, 501 S. Second St. The speaker
ed soldiers to safety in the Hueys.
Someone asks where.
will be Sgt. 1st Class Peter Dowding, who
In many ways, the Hueys and their
“In the face,” Jewett says.
served in Somalia and Iraq and is a recipipilots formed close relationships. After
ent of the Purple Heart.
“How in the hell does that make it
all those hours and close calls, it belucky?” laughs Bob Bess, 64, Jewett’s
came hard to tell where the human
good friend and a fellow Huey pilot for
Below: Members of the
ended and the machine began.
the 187th.
187th Assault Helicopter
“When you fly 100 or 150 hours — I
Jewett flips down the plastic visor,
flew 182 hours one month, that’s actuCompany patrol near their
which covers the wearer’s eyes. The
al air time — you get to where that helrounds that pierced Jewett’s chopper
base in Tay Ninh, Vietnam,
icopter is just a reflex,” Jewett says.
that day sent shards of glass flying
in 1969.
“You see the whole panel without
through the cockpit. Much of it emlooking at it. You don’t think about flybedded in Jewett’s face — so deep that
Photograph by John Jewett
ing. We used to say we just strapped
for years Jewett would find bits of it
the thing to our ass and took off.
while shaving — but the visor spared
“The people that fly now wouldn’t
him from almost certain blindness.
believe the things we did with that aircraft.”
See, it really is lucky.
Eddie Lucero, a crew chief, flew combat missions with
A UH-1H Huey, much like the ones Jewett and Bess flew,
arrived Friday outside the Route 66 Hotel and Conference Jewett in Vietnam. They experienced things that were inCenter on East Joseph Street, courtesy of the Prairie Avia- tense and unsettling, the sort of things many of their “brothers,” as they call other 187th members, still struggle to
tion Museum in Bloomington.
The helicopter — tail No. 67-17832 — which has been re- speak about.
stored and repainted, saw time with the 187th in Vietnam.
Some reunion attendees this weekend actually flew or
See FLIGHT on page 5
worked on the helicopter in the war.
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ended up ... at a no-kill
shelter, and two years
later, is being honored
by the ASPCA.”
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Members of 187th Assault Helicopter Company
remember Vietnam War from the seat of a Huey
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See DOG on page 4

The people that fly now wouldn’t believe the things
we did with that aircraft.
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Shepherd receives
national honor for
saving area family

smoke from an electrical fire. On
Nov. 2, Lucy was named the national Dog of the Year by the
American Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals.
“It’s amazing to me that a dog
running the streets of Chicago
ended up through a series of
events at a no-kill shelter, and two
years later, is being honored by
the ASPCA,” said Lucy’s owner,
Jennifer Gorsuch, who squealed,
then cried, when she got the
phone call that Lucy had been
named the dog of the year.
“I would call that rags to riches,
in my opinion. She went from a
street dog to a home and a family
that loves her. She didn’t have to
do anything heroic for us,” Gorsuch said.
Lucy is a happy, high-energy
Houdini who sometimes manages
to escape from her crate and loves
to go for walks.
Gorsuch first saw Lucy in May
2004 at the Quincy Humane Society’s no-kill shelter. Gorsuch’s previous German shepherd, Sassy,
had died in October 2003, and she
had begun looking for another
shepherd on www.petfinder.org.
The Quincy shelter had posted
Lucy’s photo on the site. The dog
had been at a municipal animal
shelter in Chicago, where there is
an 80 percent kill rate, after being
found wandering the streets. A
member of the Quincy Humane
Society visiting that shelter saw
something special in Lucy.
It was love at first sight for Gorsuch.
“(Lucy) was very excitable in
her cage, desperately trying to get
my attention,” she recalled. “I
think people had walked by her
cage so much — she’s a big dog,
she’s barking, and that’s intimidating to a lot of people — I think she
was simply trying to get attention.
She got mine.”
All the attention the Gorsuch
family gave Lucy was repaid —
“tenfold,” Gorsuch said — one
night last March. The family had
gone to bed, but at about 1 a.m.,
Lucy climbed on top of Gorsuch,
stood on her chest and barked in
her face until she woke up.
“I begrudgingly got out of bed,
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Energy
pipe
dream
Central Illinois’
CO2 would boost oil
wells to the south
By BRUCE RUSHTON
STAFF WRITER

Call it carbonated crude.
If Gov. Rod Blagojevich’s vision
comes true, millions of barrels of oil
will one day be forced to the surface of southern Illinois oil fields by
massive injections of carbon dioxide deep into the earth.
It is, quite literally, a pipe dream.
The governor’s office this month
asked the pipeline industry to come

ILLINOIS WAS once the

No. 3 state for oil
production.
up with a plan to build a line to
carry carbon dioxide from planned
coal-gasification plants in central
Illinois to state oil fields that once
ranked third in production behind
Texas and Oklahoma. The state is
expecting proposals by mid-December.
Just what it would cost and who
would pay the upfront expense of
the pipeline, which would be about
100 miles long, hasn’t been determined.
“It’s a bit open-ended at this
point,” said Steve Frenkel, director
of policy development for the governor’s office. “We’re open to a
public-private partnership.”
Ultimately, oil companies would
pay by buying carbon dioxide that
would boost oil production. At the
same time, energy companies
would get rid of carbon dioxide, a
greenhouse gas that contributes to
global warming, which is a byproduct of coal gasification.
“Good idea,” said John Thompson, director of coal transition project for the Clean Air Task Force, an
environmental group. “It’s the right
thing to do.
However, he added, “It will take
some work to make it happen.”
It is happening elsewhere.
In North Dakota, the Dakota
Gasification Co. has built a carbon
dioxide pipeline to feed Canadian
oil fields. The 205-mile pipeline
went into operation in 2000, and
production was expanded last year
to about 160 million cubic feet of
carbon dioxide gas each day, said
company spokesman Daryl Hill.
The privately held coal-gasification
company makes a profit on carbon
dioxide sales, Hill said, but he declined to say how much.
State geologists say Illinois has
10 billion barrels of oil below its
surface. There is, of course, a catch.
Most of that crude can’t be recovered in a cost-efficient manner.
“No one is suggesting we’re
going to get every last drop of it,”

See OIL on page 4

Police still searching for armed robber
Shooting
victim
in fair
condition

By JAYETTE BOLINSKI
STAFF WRITER

Police on Friday called the shooting of a man and armed robbery of
an elderly woman outside a currency exchange Thursday evening
“heinous.”
No one had been arrested in connection with the crime as of Friday
evening.
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The shooting victim, a 32-yearold Springfield man, was listed in
fair condition at St. John’s Hospital,
where he was being treated for a
gunshot wound to the abdomen.
The 78-year-old woman, whose
purse was snatched by the gunman
immediately after he shot the man,
was not injured.
“We are vigorously pursuing this.
The heinous nature of the crime

HOLIDAY
HELP
People are giving
to Friend-InDeed.
Page 9

that was committed is cause for
concern,” said Sgt. Pat Ross,
spokesman for the Springfield Police Department. “We are pursuing
all investigative avenues.”
The crime happened just before 5
p.m. in the parking lot of Springfield Currency Exchange, 2800 S.
MacArthur Blvd.
According to police, the robber
walked up to the first victim, who

SUNDAY

DEERLESS
DECADES
Remember when deer were
rare in Illinois and couldn’t
be hunted?

had just paid a bill inside the business and was getting into a white
pickup truck.
The robber began banging on the
truck’s window and demanding
cash, but the victim told him he
didn’t have any. The robber pulled
out a handgun and shot the victim

See ROBBER on page 4

WEATHER
Clearing and
much colder
today; high
40. Clear
tonight; low
29. Sunny Sunday; high
55.
More on page 22

